Vitaceae (the grape family) consists of about 14 genera and 900 species primarily distributed in tropical regions. The family is well known for grapes (species of Vitis L.) and is economically and ecologically important because many species are major climbers in tropical and temperate forests. The grape family is characterized by leaf opposed tendrils, which may be modified to form an inflorescence. The present investigation is an attempt to study taxonomical attributes on the genus of Cissus in Thrissur district. Taxonomic studies were conducted so as to classify the plants of the genus Cissus found in Thrissur district. Cissus vitiginea, Cissus quadrangularis, Cissus latifolia, Cissus repens and Cissus heyneana were studied. Observations of the taxonomical peculiarities solve the species identification problem in Vitaceae.
Introduction
Vitaceae (the grape family) consists of about 14 genera and 900 species primarily distributed in tropical regions (Wen et al., 2007) . The grape family is characterized by leaf opposed tendrils, which may be modified to form an inflorescence. Vitaceae has been subjected to recent phylogenetic studies (Rossetto et Lu et al., 2013) . The phylogenetic analyses also supported a clade of the grape genus Vitis and its close relative Ampelocissus Planch., Pterisanthes Blume. and Nothocissus (Miq.) Latiff from the tropics. Pterisanthes Blume. were found to be nested within Ampelocissus (Ren et al., 2011) . The evolutionary history of the Vitaceae, is of interest because of the apparently basal position within the Rosids.
The subording taxa of Vitaceae are not easily delimited (Lombardi 2007) . Of the family Vitaceae, Vitis vinifera, the commercially important species for the production of wine grape is most known. However, little is known about the rest of the family especially from a botanical perspective, although , the genera distinguishes each species largely on the basis of the floral characters the nature of their flowers in being generally small, inconspicuous, and ephemeral which makes the Vitaceae family difficult to study (Gerrath et al., 2004) .The generic delimitation in Vitaceae has been problematic. Linnaeus (1753) only recognized two genera: Cissus and Vitis in the family. The country like China, Thailand, Brazil, Malaysia, Singapore, the study of the species under this family is conducted. But in India the species under this family are not studied well.
This study is conducted in the genus Cissus, for the recognition of the variations of the members of the genus in thrissur. So this study will give a light and primary step for the understanding of the diversity among this group.
Materials and methods
All relevant information related to the taxa under investigation was collected from the field trip conducted at various places, sources such as libraries of Calicut University, Kerala Forest Research Institute, St Thomas' college. The present study is based on repeated collections of specimens of Cissus species in Thrissur district in its vegetative stage and reproductive stages. The specimens deposited in the herbariums of Calicut University and that of KFRI Peechi were also studied. When specimens were collected in its vegetative phase, frequent visits were undertaken to obtain specimens again in its reproductive stage. Flowers and fruits if available were preserved in glass and polyvinyl chloride bottles with Formalin-Acetic acid -Alcohol (FAA) preservative for further studies and the preparation of illustration. The correct name with author citation is followed by synonyms. The systematic part begins with the genus treatment, to the species of Cissus in Thrissur district. A description of each taxon has also been included. Details such as vernacular names, distribution etc. is also provided for each taxon.
Result

Taxonomic studies on Cissus species in Thrissur district
Cissus vitiginea, L. A weak trailing plant, stem always very glaucous, at least when young, terete. Tendrils weak and fleshy. Leaves 10-16 x 6-11cm, ovate, acuminate, deeply cordate at base five nerved from base, mid rib with three pairs of lateral nerves; petiole 4-7 cm long. Umbels on slender peduncles, 5-7 cm across, glabrous, peduncle 6cm long. Flowers many; calyx obtusely lobed, ciliate; petals 1.5 mm long, reddish, disk glabrous. Drupe oblique -obovoid, smooth. 
Discussion
The specimen of Cissus present in Kerala is 11 and in Thrissur district there are six species of Cissus. The plants were classified on basis of the floral characters. There is difference in the structure of the disc, its' pattern of lobing, or the notch in which the anther is arranged. The plants are thus able to be classified as such. Cissus vitiginea is commonly called fetid Cissus because of its' tannin content. And it is seen to show two different morphological forms, a shrub form seen in grasslands and a climber form which is seen in degraded forest. Cissus quardrangularis is a plant with medicinal properties used as tonic, analgesic for healing bone fracture, for helminthiasis, anorexia, dyspepsia, colic, flatulence, skin diseases, leprosy, hemorrhage, epilepsy, convulsion, hemoptysis, tumors, chronic ulcer and swellings. In Cissus latifolia the stem latex of mature plants is mixed with mud and tight bonding during the building of wall of houses. The tendril of the species shows a morphological difference as bearing two branches or three branches. It is commonly seen flowering and fruiting throughout the rainy season. Cissus heyneana is said to be flowering during April -June, its' flowering season was seen to be during November -January. In Cissus repens it is showing two morphologically different forms as plants with green or red tendrils. The entire plant is covered by a white waxy bloom.
Conclusion
The present investigation is an attempt of taxonomical studies done on the genus of Cissus in Thrissur. Taxonomic studies were conducted so as to classify the plants of the genus Cissus found in Thrissur.
Cissus vitiginea, Cissus quadrangularis, Cissus latifolia, Cissus heyneana and Cissus repens were studied. In conclusion, observations from the study are helpful to understand the genus Cissus of the family Vitaceae and their relation to the other genera in the family. Based upon this study further advance are possible in this field.
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